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A Word from the President

Hello, Friends!
We are pleased to return to a new year of Southern Gospel music and the 2019 Spring 

Issue of the Keystone Quarterly. I trust that you have had an enriching and safe winter. 
Depending on where you live, the weather sure has been extreme, with one snow storm 
after another. I’m sure we’ll see more of that, but at least we are hopefully at the tail end 
of this cold season, with nicer weather on the way…

It's always good to check the websites and Facebook pages of your favorite southern 
gospel groups and concerts. It’s that time of year again!

This Spring issue is dedicated to our new 2018 Keystone Award Winners and the Hall 
of Fame Inductees. Many of you were able to attend the 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame 
Induction Banquet and the PSGMA sure appreciates your continued support of this 
annual event. Congratulations to Brothers In Grace Quartet, the 2018 PSGMA Keystone 
Award winners! Also, we welcomed John Abraham, Rev. Bill Dykes and David Benner,
our new 2018 PSGMA Hall of Fame Inductees. The banquet attendees also enjoyed a 
superb concert by none other than The Blackwood Brothers Quartet.  Be sure to check 
out the enclosed AD for the upcoming 2019 Hall of Fame Induction Banquet for the 
location and ticket information!

We want to thank you for your continued support of the PSGMA. If you are interested 
in becoming an annual or lifetime member, see details on the back cover.

We hope to see you soon!
Sincerely,

John Lythgoe
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Hello, everyone! WHAT AN INTERESTING SUMMER! The past few 
months have been a blur of activity, based on whether the concert locations 
were willing to meet during this current pandemic or not. I am hoping 
that many of you were able to stay very healthy and that you were able to 
attend at least one of the many southern gospel music events that may have 
taken place near you.

Well, here we are in our Fall issue of The Keystone Quarterly. Time seems 
to be going by so quickly. It sure does make me think about what I may 
be overlooking in life and reminds me that I should be making the best of 
every moment. Even though we had to forego last year’s PSGMA Hall of 
Fame Banquet, we are excited to be able to have the banquet and induction 
ceremonies for TWO YEARS of worthy inductees!  See the information 
about the event below.

Finally, I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are 
members of the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support.  If you are 
reading this and you are not yet a member, take a look at the back cover 
and sign up today!

We hope to see you soon!
Dave Theis, Editor
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     Hello, Everyone! WHAT A SUMMER! The past few months 
have been a flurry of activity! I hope many of you have gotten 
to attend at least one of the many southern gospel music events 
that have taken place near you. 
     Well, here we are in our Fall issue of The Keystone 
Quarterly. Time seems to be going by so quickly. It sure does 
make me think about what I may be overlooking in life and 
reminds me that I should be making the best of every moment.
     I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who are
members of the PSGMA; we appreciate your continued support. 
If you are reading this and you are not a member, take a look at 
the back cover and sign up today!
     Hoping to see you all at our annual PSGMA Hall of Fame
Banquet on October 26th! Please check out the ad in this issue.

Sincerely,

John Lythgoe

John Lythgoe, PSGMA President

PSGMA website: http://www.psgma.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

Joe Tomlinson

Joe has been writing, recording, traveling and singing

from New York to Florida for more than 15 years and

has written and recorded more than 50 gospel songs. 

Joe received the PSGMA Keystone Award in 2006 and

is a lifetime member of the Pennsylvania Southern

Gospel Music Association.

Contact information, Product sales

Booking and event scheduling:

Joe Tomlinson Ministries

310 W. Maple Avenue, Langhorne, PA 19047

Phone: (215) 630-7892

e-mail:JoeTomlinsonMinistries@Gmail.com

PSGMA website: 
http://www.psgma.com



Brothers In Grace
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style.

Contact Information:
(717) 291-1535 or

Toll Free (800) 717-8924
1057 Louise Ave. - Lancaster, PA 17601

Email: bigquartet@aol.com
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com

Putting Forth The Word of God in Music

Brothers In Grace
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style.

Contact Information:
(717) 291-1535 or

Toll Free (800) 717-8924
1057 Louise Ave. - Lancaster, PA 17601

Email: bigquartet@aol.com
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com

Putting Forth The Word of God in Music

Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

Brothers In Grace
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style.

Contact Information:
(717) 291-1535 or

Toll Free (800) 717-8924
1057 Louise Ave. - Lancaster, PA 17601

Email: bigquartet@aol.com
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com

Putting Forth The Word of God in Music

Brothers In Grace
From Left:  Dave Theis, Mike Mann
Ted Wissler, Dave Miller
Brothers in Grace has ministered throughout the
North/Mid-Atlantic region and Midwest, delighting
audiences with their unique Southern Gospel Style.

Contact Information:
(717) 291-1535 or

Toll Free (800) 717-8924
1057 Louise Ave. - Lancaster, PA 17601

Email: bigquartet@aol.com
Visit Us At:  www.brothersingrace.com

Putting Forth The Word of God in Music

Become a PSGMA Member TODAY!  See back cover for more information!

The Fellowship Quartet
PO Box 403

Ellerslie, MD 21529

By email:
thefellowshipquartet@gmail.com

By Phone:
Brad Lowery (301) 697-3095

http://fellowshipquartet.com/

Prioritizing Your Quiet Time
How is your quiet time? � ere is a real temptation in 
life and in ministries to let your quiet time slip a 
little.  I’ve found, as I’ve talked to pastors, that right 
when they give themselves to preparing to present 
God’s Word, they forget about their own personal 
time with Him.

I’ve had the opportunity in my life to give away a 
few Bibles. Always inside the cover, I have written 
these words:
“Always remember every time you open this book, 
God himself is clearing His throat, getting ready to 
speak directly to you.”

Have you heard His voice lately? Have you found 
comfort within the pages of the Psalms? Have you 
found encouragement as you look at the prophets of 
old or the apostles? 

God took the time to 
make sure that book was 
written and protected, 
so that we might hold 
those precious pages 
today.  Please let me 
encourage you to break 
open those pages and 
hear the precious voice of 
God Himself speaking to 
your heart. Remember 2 
Timothy 3:16 to 17:
[16] “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is pro� table for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: [17] 
� at the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works.”

May God bless you richly as you press on towards 
the mark God’s High Calling!

ON THE
NARROW ROAD by Uncle Brian Rosenbaum
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Looking back to the Beginning by Duane Nicholson
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Over the years of � e Couriers and our time in Gospel 
Music, we have been interviewed many times by 
Newspaper, Radio, TV and Conventions, with many 
questions and answers. 

I will begin by quoting Genesis:  In the beginning, God 
created � e Couriers!   Don Baldwin was raised in Ohio 
and entered Bible School a� er a stint in the Air Force.  Dave 
Kyllonen came to Bible School directly a� er graduating 
from high school in New Kensington, Pennsylvania.  Neil 
Enloe was raised in Woodriver, Illinois.  Eddie Reece was 
from Memphis and I was from Woodward, Oklahoma.  
Except for the early groups who started from scratch like 
� e Stamps, etc., most groups were started by at least one 
seasoned member who would show the way with some 
expertise.  � ese � ve men, who a� er college got in a car and 
traveled 1,000 miles to far away Pennsylvania, were as green 
as the proverbial green chord!  Oh, some of us had heard 
and seen � e Blackwood Brothers, but that was it. To top it 
o� , our bass singer had not sung a note before he was 19!

� e only contacts we had in Pennsylvania were churches 
we had sung in at a previous summer of meetings there.  It 
did not seem to be the formula for a successful outcome! 
Perhaps we would sing for a year or two and then � nd 
churches to work in as Ministers of some kind.  It was not 
easy. I still have check stubs from salaries of $25.00 per 
week, if we got a check at all. We depended on churches 
to feed us a meal or two and sometimes overnight 
accommodations in people’s homes. We tried to get at 
least $125.00 per-service.  One time, when we asked for 
more because we were in � nancial trouble, the Pastor got 
mad at us.  We � nally landed a radio program on a local 
station on Sunday Mornings from 8 - 8:30. We never 
solicited for funds on the program, but advertised our 
upcoming personal appearances in the area of the station.  
I do remember our � rst money that was sent to us for the 
program.  It was the sum total of a Shiny Nickel from a 
young girl named Jill Black.  She loved our music.  She and 
her mother became lifelong friends. � e radio program 
became popular, and in a few months other stations wanted 
the program!  We recorded the radio program from a home 
studio and duplicated the programs and sent them out each 
week.  At least it was a start.  

Eddie Reece was the � rst original to leave and go back to 
school for more education and then we continued with 
a couple of short-termed piano players. Neil Enloe � lled 
in between piano players.  By this time, we had started 
a Monthly Concert Series in Harrisburg, PA.  Our � rst 

‘known’ guests were Ira 
Stanphill and � e Sons of 
Song.  Later, we booked 
� e Harvesters and then 
started concerts in Lancaster 
and Chambersburg, PA. 
We moved the Harrisburg 
concerts to the Hershey 
Hockey Arena in Hershey, 
PA.  � e attendance grew to 
as high as 8,000. 

A big change came when a seasoned piano player from 
Georgia, (L. D. “Little David” Young) joined us. He was 
well known in the South and that put us in some additional 
concert work and a place on the � rst year of a Syndicated 
National TV Program, ‘� e Gospel Singing Jubilee’.  � is 
came to an end when both Don Baldwin and Little David 
decided to change directions.   Don wanted to start a 
recording studio and David Young just wanted to stay home 
and raise his family that was growing.  David told us that his 
dream was to play for � e Couriers and then to be retired 
back home.  � is is when we contacted two new members: 
Neil Enloe’s brother, Phil and a young piano whiz, Eddie 
Hawks. � ey continued on for a few years and then both 
departed to follow another path of ministry.   We then 
decided that we did not want to keep changing members 
and by then, our attention had been turned to a calling to 
do Missions Work.  (� at is another part of the History of 
� e Couriers to be told at another time).  

A� er several years of averaging 275 dates a year and then 
70 Nations of the World, it was time to stop and seek other 
venues of ministry, which culminated in the remaining 3 
members taking their families on the road in ministry for 
several years. Today, most of each family also have children 
who are also involved full time or involved in church.  � ere 
is much more to the story, but that will have to wait for 
another time. 

It was an unusual group for an unusual time in history.  
Awards on this earth were few, but Testimonies of Lives 
Changed are many.  � ere is not a day that goes by on social 
media that someone writes me and thanks us for Sharing 
the Gospel in their lives.

Until next time, my heart will go on singing.    

Duane Nicholson    
Secretary, PSGMA
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First and foremost, I would like to thank God for His blessings on our ministry 
for the past 44 years. I am humbled that I was inducted into the PSGMA Hall of 
Fame last year, 2020. We were also blessed as a group in 2016, when we were 
awarded the Keystone Award by the PSGMA. Victory Express is available for 
Revivals, Church Services, Concerts, Fairs, etc.  Contact us at 
victoryexpress17552@yahoo.com or Victory Express, 437 Orchard Road, Mount 
Joy, PA 17552, or (717) 653-8606 or (717) 342-1844.  

From all of us at Victory Express, thank you. 
 
Ron Cornell 

(717) 653-8606 
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Keystone Quarterly (KQ):  When did the Courier’s 
get started?

Duane Nicholson (DN): We o�  cially started our 
full-time ministry in April of 1958.  Prior to that, we 
sang on weekends and a couple of summers while 
still in Bible School. 

KQ: What was the motivation behind starting the 
Couriers?  Who were the original members of the 
Couriers?

DN: To provide an outlet for the talents we were 
blessed with in spreading the gospel through music.  
� e original members were Dave Kyllonen, Don 
Baldwin, Neil Enloe, Duane Nicholson and Eddie 
Reece.  

KQ:  When was the Couriers’ last event? Who were 

the � nal members of the Couriers? What was the 
last concert, and where? Singing in a traveling 
Gospel group has had to take a strain on you and 
your family, simply from a time consumption 
perspective. What can you share with Keystone 
Quarterly and our readers on how you survived 
and overcame the challenges, if any, associated 
with singing this long, and on the road, not only 
domestically, but also internationally?

DN: Our o�  cial last event was December 29, 
2013. We had a � nal concert at our home church, 
Christian Life Assembly in Camp Hill, PA.  Our 
longevity resulted from so many di� erent things: 
Our wives, who believed in what we were doing, 
solid backing from so many individuals, promoters, 
churches and being able to look beyond our human 
faults as individuals for the common cause of 
delivering the Gospel.  A strong sense of humor 
was also important.  Many times, we could laugh at 
circumstances, but took our ministry very seriously.  
We also survived because of being able to return 
to venues year a� er year.  I always told any singing 
group just starting that if a� er singing at a venue 
you were invited back, you must be doing something 
right! � e � nal members of the Couriers included 
myself, Neil Enloe and Dave Kyllonen. Overseas 
travel was sometimes tiring: long air � ights on the 
old 707 Boeing jets.  One trip, for example, from 
Sweden to Hong Kong took us 30 some odd hours 
with stops in so many places.   Sometimes it was 
without electricity or no pianos.   We usually stayed 
in Missions compounds or in personal homes, as we 
did in Australia, South Africa and also in Sweden.  
We took a Public Address (PA) system to Poland in 
the 70’s and le�  it with the local pastor who drove 
us all over Poland.  I called him recently and that 
PA system was still in use!  So many stories; way 
too long for an interview.  We met with the King 
of Tonga in the Paci� c Areas.  We had a personal 
interview time with him that led to him allowing 
the local missionary to build churches in the nation 
of Tonga.  We visited native villages in jungles 
of Liberia and held a service for them.  Here in 
North America, we pioneered Gospel music in the 
Maritimes of Canada and ended up opening up in 
every major city in Canada, mostly through the 
Pentecostal Assemblies of Canada and Apostolic 

Historian’s Corner
By LJ Petersen, PSGMA Historian

The Couriers: Carrying on the Great Commission through Gospel Music
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churches.  We did long tours across Canada and 
down the West Coast of America at least 50 times. 

KQ: If you were to pick the top 3 achievements 
resulting from �e Couriers ministry, what would 
they be?

DN: �e answer to this question is very hard to 
pinpoint.  I guess one obvious one is that we existed 
far beyond anything we could have imagined.  
Another would be, which is surprising given that we 
were gone from home so much, our children are all 
following the Lord, many in full time ministry and 
some involved in local churches.  I guess the biggest 
achievement has been indicated by the outpouring 
of the reports of lives changed and others called into 
full time ministry that I receive in letters posted 
through online social postings.  

KQ. Of all of the groups, both nationally known 
and regionally known that �e Couriers shared 
the stage with, which ones have been most 
memorable?

DN: Memorable times are so many.  For several 
years we had a Pennsylvania Night concert featuring 
our own PA groups.  As for nationally known 
groups’ exposure, perhaps you could name the 
group and we appeared with them, either in our 
own promotions early on and farther away until 
we retired in 2013.  All I know is that early on, in 
singing with these groups, my knees were knocking 
together at just the thought of singing in front of 
them with crowds that did not know us well.  We 
enjoyed great fellowship with so many wonderful 
singers of the Gospel. 

KQ: How has prayer impacted the decisions 
and focus of �e Couriers, and give a couple of 
examples of how God answered speci�c prayers 
involving the Couriers?

DN: Before I answer this question about our own 
prayers, let me say that without the prayers of our 
friends who had us on their daily prayer lists, �e 
Couriers would not have lasted so long.  Our praying 
Moms and Dads were always key to any success we 
had.  As far as our own prayers, we did not make 
any moves without God’s leading.  Some prayers 
were not answered the way we always wanted them 
to get answered, but a�er looking back, we can see 

the hand of God leading us so many times.  When 
we decided to change courses in the early 70’s and 
launch out into mission work, we prayed that there 
would be a sign that it was God’s will.  We literally 
borrowed the money (I believe it was $4,500.00) to 
back this e�ort.   While we were in the West Indies 
for 17 days ministering, board members of a church 
that was closing, put us on a list of those ministries 
who could receive any monies le� over from the 
closing.  IRS rules required that the proceeds of 
the sales of the property, for example, had to go to 
another non-pro�t 501c3 religious organization.  �e 
list was long of potential receivers of an amount of 
money.  When we got home, a check was waiting 
for us in the amount of exactly $4,500.00.  �rough 
prayers of wanting to do the right thing, we knew 
we were doing God’s work.   All said and done, we 
ended up ministering in over 70 nations.  

KQ: Since �e Couriers have been successful for 
all of these years, what motivated you to end �e 
Couriers, and what year did you end? 

DN:  Again, a sense that we had ful�lled God’s 
plan for us in so many ways was the key in our 
decision.   We had seen and continue to see some 
of our peers keep on until they became ill.  We felt 
that our wives had sacri�ced for long enough.  �ey 
had been the backbone of raising our families and 
had put up with so much while we were running 
around the world.  You have to understand that we 
averaged over 275 dates a year, plus our weekly TV 
program on WGAL-TV in Lancaster, PA.  We did 
not want our wives to have to be our caregivers a�er 
caregiving to our children: As I look back, it was the 
right decision.  We still had several years of relatively 
good health and enjoyed some quality time with our 
wives.   Since that time, we have lost Dave Kyllonen 
and recently Neil Enloe had a pretty devastating 
stroke.  We had lost the other two members of the 
original group, Don Baldwin and Eddie Reece, years 
ago a�er they resigned from �e Couriers.   One 
other member, Phil Enloe, was with us for about 25 
years and still pastors a church in Venice, FL.

KQ: Tell us some about your international tours: 
what are some of the greatest events that took 
place?   What are some of the challenges with 
singing overseas? 

DN: As I stated earlier, we started our missions 

Historian’s Corner, cont’d.
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work in the West Indies, Barbados being the focal 
point for years.  We would sing and share for 17 days 
straight and other times, we would spend a few days 
in various island countries.   We then went overseas 
to Australia, South Africa, Ghana, Botswana, 
Liberia, and many European countries.  Our �rst 
trip to Poland occurred when Poland was under 
the rule of Communism.  We were able to return 
when Communism was defeated in that part of the 
world.   We also traveled in many parts of Sweden 
and Holland, and we conducted 15 Holy Land tours 
as well.  We toured South Africa on more than one 
occasion and all over Australia.   

KQ: What advice do you have for young Christian 
singers who want to form a Gospel Group, and 
follow in the footsteps of �e Couriers, or other 
Gospel groups?

DN:  First, whether you are a weekend singer or 
desiring to go full time, you must have complete 
agreement from your spouse.  If you have been 
married for some time and want to sing, it will be 
harder for the spouse adjusting to having their mate 
not being around, especially in times of need.  �e 
marriage will not last if these things are not taken 
care of.   �en, you need to take voice lessons, and 
determine that you are going to learn how to use 
your talent properly.  �e compatibility of living 
with other singing group members is also critical.   
Also, remember that the easy part is singing.  
�e hard part is pulling your own weight o� the 
platform in performing the chores of a group. I have 
seen great singers never make it on the road, because 
they were a prima donna, who enjoyed the accolades 
bestowed on them from those following them (their 
fans!), but were useless to the group otherwise.   
Some, of course, cannot stand the rigors of the 
road.  �e most critical part of singing are your 
motives: (i.e., why are you singing, and for whom?). 
Your transparency and believability with people 
only come with a sincere desire to love people.   
Never play down to an audience; most of them are 
smarter than you are.  Lastly, as previously stated, a 
consistent prayer life is essential as well.

KQ: What challenges or opportunities do you see 
for Southern Gospel music going forward?  How 
can Southern Gospel music capture a younger 
audience in order to preserve the genre in the 
future?

DN: �is question is the age old one; I plead with 
groups to continuously hone their skills.   We still 
have some people out there that really are doing 
harm to the Gospel with sloppy singing and trying 
to do things they hear other professionals do and 
then not doing it well.  Stay within your comfortable 
singing range.   Encourage people to bring unsaved 
people to your event.  �e challenges are great and 
I truthfully don’t have a concrete answer.  Perhaps, 
this last year of COVID-19 has made people fearful, 
and we can see people looking for answers.  We, 
as presenters of the Good News, have that answer 
in our Gospel message.  Sing songs that will make 
your audience think about eternity and the hope we 
have in Jesus.   As for getting young people involved, 
it will take even more.  Young people need to be 
encouraged to use their talents for God.  Young 
people attract young people, and professional groups 
today are full of young talent in full-time groups.   
Lastly, encouraging the young with music lessons is 
a great start. 

KQ: How long have you been involved with the 
Pennsylvania Southern Gospel Music Association 
(PSGMA)? What are your plans for the future?

DN:   I am a charter member of the PSGMA.  I don’t 
have long range plans for the future, so my health 
will dictate what that future will be.    I want to be 
an encourager and a supporter of Gospel Music till 
Jesus calls me home!
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Historian’s Corner, cont’d.
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We would love to visit your church or organization to present Jesus in song,
and invite you to contact us using the information below.

  
1224 S. Franklin Ave. | Somerset, PA 15501

Phone: 814.421.7426

Email us at: keystonestatequartet@yahoo.com
Like us on Facebook at Keystone State Quartet

      -                    
                         

          -    

Recipients of the 
2020 PSGMA     

Keystone Award

We are  currently  
setting our           
appearance      

schedule for 2022
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Eisenhower was president and Presley was king 
when the God of all ages placed His call on three 
young men; Dave Kyllonen, Duane Nicholson and 
Neil Enloe. �ese students at Bible School formed a 
music ministry team �ve decades ago and decided 
upon the name “�e Couriers”.

What seemed to be at least their temporary 
marching orders, led to 55 years of singing the 
Good News in churches, concerts, prisons, hospital 
rooms and countless other venues numbering 
well over 10,000.  All this was to lead them into 
recording over 40 albums of music and traveling 
to not only all ��y United States and all Canadian 
provinces, but also to 80 nations of the globe in 
missionary evangelism. Well over three million 
miles were logged into the record books of Heaven 
in ministry.

During the same 
time period, Dave, 
Duane and Neil 
were presented 
three prestigious 
Dove Awards from 
the Gospel Music 
Association. Two 
of the awards, 
“Song of the Year” 
and “Associate 
Member Award”, 
were bestowed upon 
Neil for his original 
music composition, 
“(�e Cross Is My) STATUE OF LIBERTY”. �e 
other award was given to honor their live concert 
recording, “OVATION”, for being voted by their 
peers as the Gospel Music “Inspirational Album of 
the Year”.

Dave, Duane and Neil, when asked how long they 
would sing together, always respond by saying, “As 
long as God leads and opens the doors”.  In 1980, 
everything changed as God seemed to be shaking 
their comfortable and perpetual “Ministry Nest”, 
and the decision was made to launch out into the 
unknown and disband.  No one was more shocked 
at the abrupt leading of the Lord than Dave, Duane 
and Neil.  When they look back in retrospect on 

that stunning decision, that many loyal friends 
who had prayed for the men and supported them 
throughout their ministry couldn’t understand, 
Dave, Duane and Neil can see the hand and wisdom 
of God in that momentous decision.

A�er the separation, all three men were able to 
take their families on the road in ministry.  Dave 
Kyllonen continued his family ministry from 1980 
to 2000.  Both Duane and Neil, a�er some years on 
the road with their families, connected with Neil’s 
brother Phil.  Phil had been with the Couriers for 
a time in the early 60’s.  He then le� and started 
a 17-year successful evangelistic ministry.  �e 
reconnection resulted into years of continual 
ministry until the year 2000.  �e Couriers once 
again were silenced.  Phil Enloe went to Venice, 

Florida and started 
a church.  Duane 
and Neil settled into 
retirement for the 
second time.

During this time, 
unbeknownst to 
Duane and Neil, Dave 
was increasingly 
feeling the weariness 
and fatigue of 
being on the road 
full time. He, too, 
was contemplating 
retirement!

Long-time friends of the Couriers, knowing of the 
coming retirements, convinced Dave, Duane and 
Neil to come to their church to sing a couple of 
songs.  Two songs became several as the audience 
asked for more songs.  It was as if they had never 
stopped singing together for so many years…

�e Word got out that the original Couriers were 
singing again and the phone began to ring. �e 
original three sang limited dates until sadly, the 
senior member of the Couriers, passed away in 
March of 2019.

An end of an era has come, but the music goes on in 
CD form for all to hear and enjoy!

DAVE, DUANE AND NEIL - 
THE FINAL CHAPTER
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New JOURNEY
Michelle Tantlinger • Kelli Moore • Melissa Tressler

Award Winning Western Pennsylvania
Progressive Southern Gospel Trio

Listen for their recent single release
“We’ll Understand It Better By and By”

from their newest album

   “Hymns & Heartsongs”
              Whose House Spring 2021 Compilation CD

Contact: (724)454-9554 • newjourney3@gmail.com 

Website: newjourneyministry.com

NeNeNeeNeNeNeNeNeNeNeN wewewwewewwweweN
Michelle TantlingerMichelle TantlingerMichelle TantlingerMichelle Tantlinger

JOURNEYJOURNEYJOURNEYJOURNEYJOURNEYJOURNEY
•• Melissa TresslerMelissa TresslerMelissa TresslerMelissa TresslerMelissa TresslerMelissa Tressler

JOURNEYJOURNEY
Michelle TantlingerMichelle Tantlinger • Kelli Moore Kelli Moore 

wwwwwww
Michelle TantlingerMichelle TantlingerMichelle TantlingerMichelle Tantlinger

JOURNEYJOURNEY
•
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NEIL & DUANE - FRIENDS FOREVER
Neil & Duane – FRIENDS FOREVER 

 

 
 
Neil Enloe & Duane Nicholson: Friends for eternity! What we have been through, from the 
first song together in 1957, would take volumes! We have met the well-known and the 
multitudes of just plain John Q Citizen and treated them all the same. The dollar from 
someone as an offering was appreciated as much as larger amounts. We still cherish the first 
offering that came by mail unsolicited by a little girl named Jill Black. Her offering was a 
SHINY NICKEL! She had heard our radio program and told her mother she wanted to send us 
an offering! The miracle of our longevity is a story that will be for better or worse, never 
duplicated. We lived and thrived outside the Bible Belt, by plowing new hard ground even 
years ago in the liberal Northeast, that had low church attendance and no recollection of 
major groups that were so well known by the saturation of radio and the Gospel Groups of 
the South. Canada, known for being conservative, opened their arms to this Conservative 
group from PA. Now, Canadian Gospel friends are some of the most ardent, faithful lovers of 
gospel music. Even now, in winter months, hundreds of snowbird CANADIANS fill auditoriums 
and churches all over Florida as loyal followers of our music. It has been a long journey and I 
would do it again in a heartbeat! 
 

Neil Enloe & Duane Nicholson: Friends for eternity! 
What we have been through, from the �rst song 
together in 1957, would take volumes! We have met 
the well-known and the multitudes of just plain John 
Q Citizen and treated them all the same. �e dollar 
from someone as an o�ering was appreciated as much 
as larger amounts. We still cherish the �rst o�ering that 
came by mail unsolicited by a little girl named Jill Black. 
Her o�ering was a SHINY NICKEL! She had heard our 
radio program and told her mother she wanted to send 
us an o�ering! �e miracle of our longevity is a story 
that will be for better or worse, never duplicated. We 
lived and thrived outside the Bible Belt, by plowing new 
hard ground even years ago in the liberal Northeast, 
that had low church attendance and no recollection of 
major groups that were so well known by the saturation 
of radio and the Gospel Groups of the South. Canada, 
known for being conservative, opened their arms to this Conservative group from PA. Now, Canadian Gospel 
friends are some of the most ardent, faithful lovers of gospel music. Even now, in winter months, hundreds of 
snowbird CANADIANS �ll auditoriums and churches all over Florida as loyal followers of our music. It has been 
a long journey and I would do it again in a heartbeat!

 

Chapter VII Gospel Quartet 
Spreading God’s Word through Music 

Contact Information: (717) 249-4938 
Email: dfmcp7@comcast.net 

Visit Us At: www.chapterviigospel.com 
and on Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/ChapterVIIGospelQuartet 
Now booking Gospel Music events for 2022 
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c/o Dave Theis, 434 Bethany Drive, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-4313

Please Check One: q $15.00 1 Year  q $25.00 2 Years  q $100.00 Lifetime




